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REPORT. 


The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  16th  December  last,  to  visit  the 
Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Blind,  &c.  report: 

That  on  Thursday  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  December  last,  they 
proceeded  in  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  to  visit  “ the 
Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,”  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  inquire  into  its  condition  and  manage- 
ment. 

That  in  the  progress  of  their  examination  your  committee  were 
aided  by,  and  received  every  attention  and  facility  from  the  officers 
and  managers  of  the  Institution.  Your  committee  found  its  inmates 
comfortably  situated,  in  possession  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life, 
cheerful,  and  apparently  happy. 

The  internal  structure  of  the  building,  its  apartments  and  work- 
shops appear  to  have  been  arranged  with  economy,  and  a strict  view 
to  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the  unfortunate  inmates. 

From  personal  conversations  with  the  pupils  and  from  other 
sources  of  information,  satisfactory  to  your  committee,  they  are 
convinced  that  the  present  condition  of  the  Institution  is  progressive, 
diffusing  its  benign  influence  upon  the  minds  and  conditions  of  a 
part  of  the  human  family,  the  most  unfortunate  of  our  race,  and  raising 
them  to  a standard  of  usefulness,  moral  and  intellectual. 

The  instruction  imparted  to  the  pupil  in  the  mechanic  and  literary 
arts  and  the  musical  science,  are  such  as  to  enable  them  when  dis- 
charged from  the  Institution,  by  perseverance  and  industry,  to  procure 
a comfortable  subsistance  and  provide  for  future  wants. 

The  plans  of  the  Institution  are  but  just  developing  themselves. 
A printing  press  has  been  constructed  and  the  Bible  printed  in  letters 
raised  from  the  surface  of  the  sheet,  by  which  means  the  pupils  are 
enabled  to  read  and  comment  for  themselves,  upon  the  scriptures  of 
divine  truth.  A periodical  has  been  commenced  in  the  school,  edited 
by  the  scholars,  and  which  must  unquestionably,  greatly  facilitate 
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their  mental  improvement.  Indeed,  the  condition  and  management 
of  the  Institution  throughout,  are  such  as  to  elicit  the  approbation 
and  approval  of  your  committee,  and  to  claim  for  it  the  confidence 
of  the  public,  and  the  fostering  hand  of  Philanthrophic  and  enlight- 
ened Legislation. 

For  further  general  information  on  this  subject,  the  committee 
cannot  better  express  their  own  views,  than  by  giving  a letter  of  Mr. 
Friedlap;:der,  the  indefatigable  and  efficient  principal  in  the  Institu- 
tion, and  to  whose  talents  and  persevering  industry  it  is  in  a great 
measure  indebted  for  its  present  prosperous  condition. 

The  letter  is  in  answer  to  one  addressed  to  the  President  of  the 
Institution  by  a member  of  your  committee,  and  follows. 


Philadelphia,  30th  January,  1838. 

Sir: — Your  letter  dated  22d  instant,  from  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Harrisburg,  to  John  Vaughan,  Esq.  has  been  handed  me  by 
him,  with  the  request  that  I should  answer  it.  I do  so  with  pleasure ; 
the  more,  from  the  assurance  you  give  of  your  satisfaction  with  the 
result  of  the  late  examination,  (you  will  excuse  my  frequent  use  of 
the  first  person,  from  the  fact  of  my  connection  with  the  Institution 
since  its  commencement.)  The  circumstances  attending  its  founda- 
tion, were  these: — having,  while  in  Germany,  assisted  in  superin- 
tending a school  for  the  blind,  and  thus  acquired,  or  rather,  perhaps, 
increased  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  our 
fellow  beings,  I determined  upon  visiting  this  country,  to  establish, 
if  possible,  a similar  institution  here.  Upon  my  anival  in  Philadel- 
phia, whither  the  relations  of  travellers  had  induced  me  to  look  with 
most  confidence,  I was  fortunate  enough  to  find  for  my  object  a 
favorable  hearing.  The  want  of  such  a charity  had  long  been  felt ; 
but  the  absence  of  a person  competent  to  its  direction,  prevented. its 
endowment.  I bad  not  been  here  long,  before  I had  the  pleasure  of 
an  interview  and  acquaintance  with  John  Vaughan,  Esq.  A pupil 
was  then  obtained,  and  the  merits  of  the  syetem  of  instruction  I 
proposed,  were  soon  demonstrated.  This  venerable  gentleman  after 
engaging  for  his  subject  the  attention  of  the  philanthropic  public, 
(for  which  he  labored  with  the  most  untiring  zeal)  summoned  a 
meeting  at  the  hall  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  in  the 
month  of  January,  1833.  The  result  was  the  organization  of  a 
society  of  which  Bishop  White  consented  to  become  President,  and 
Dr.  Physick,  consulting  physician.  On  the  27th  of  March  follow- 
ing our  school  was  opened  with  four  pupils.  Such  was  our  modest 
commencement.  During  the  five  years,  that  have  since  almost 
elapsed,  the  Institution  has  experienced  from  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia and  other  places,  and  particularly  from  our  State,  a degree 
of  attention  and  liberalities,  ns  gratifying  to  its  directors  as  it  has  j>een 
indispensable  to  its  growth.  And  should  this  latter  patronage  be 
continued,  its  permanence  and  usefulness  will  be  equally  promoted 
and  secured. 
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The  following  gentlemen  constitute  its  present  Board  of  Mana- 
ers,  viz  : 

Josef h Ritner,  Governor  of  this  State,  Patron.* 

John  Vaughan,  President. 


Edward  Coleman, ''i 
Nathan  Dunn,  ^ 
John  A.  Brown,  f 
B.  W.  Richards,  J 


Vice  Presidents. 


Frederick  Fraley,  Treasurer. 

J.  Francis  Fisher,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
J.  Snider,  jr.  Recording  Secretary. 

P.  S.  Physick,  Consulting  Physician. 


Casper  Morris, 
Thomas  S.  Kirkbrice, 


Visiting  Physicians. 


M ANAGERS: 


C.  D.  Meigs,  M.  D. 
John  W.  Fraley, 
Richard  Price, 
Abraham  Miller, 
George  Handy, 
Alexander  Symington, 


Isaac  S.  Loyd, 
George  Pepper, 
Edward  Penington, 
Wm.  Drayton, 

John  K.  Kane, 
Joseph  D.  Brown, 


My  assistant  teachers  are:  John  B.  Stout,  Frederick  Jones, 
nd  Frederick  Rashe.  Henry  Myer,  master  workman,  Henry 
Iauenstein,  assistant. 


* The  Governor  of  the  State,  is  made  Patron  of  the  Institution,  by  the  Act  of 
icerporalion. 
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